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This is in response to the appeal brief filed 22 September 2006 appealing from 
the Office action mailed 4 May 2006(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying by name the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 
(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying by name the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

The examiner is not aware of any related appeals, interferences, or judicial 
proceedings, which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the 
Board's decision in the pending appeal. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection 
contained in the brief is correct. 

(5) Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The summary of claimed subject matter contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

The appellant's statement of the grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal is 
correct. 

(7) Claims Appendix 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 

(8) Evidence Relied Upon 

EP0687453A1 LASSEN et al. 6-1 995 
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US 4,988,344 



REISING et al. 



• 1-1991 



US 5,387,210 



MURAKAMI 



2-1 995 




."Lateral" Webster's II New College Dictionary, (1995) p. 621. 



Transverse" Merriam-Webster online dictionary (2006) 



Lateral" Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2006) 



n 



Transverse" Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2006) 



Transverse" Oxford English Dictionary online (2006) 
(9) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

1. Claims 44-48, 54-55, 58, and 82-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lassen et al. (EP 0687453 A1; herein 'Lassen'). Regarding claims 44. 54. 
and 82-83 Lassen discloses absorbent core 18 of sanitary napkin 10, which absorbs 
body fluids and conforms to the body, having the tissue construction bi-folded to form 
two symmetrical square halves and a flexure axis/fold line 24 along longitudinal 
centerline Y-Y (col. 1, II. 3-5, col. 6, II. 13-22 and col. 10, II. 2-7, figure 3). Lassen further 
discloses the longitudinal flexure axis/fold line 24 can be positioned transversely, i.e., 
along the X-X axis and off center from the longitudinal center line Y-Y, and thus 
extending at least in part laterally and longitudinally of the absorbent body 18 and 
creating segments foldable relative to one another (col. 6, II. 22-25). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Regarding claims 45-48 Lassen discloses absorbent core which includes a body- 
facing/inner surface 20 positioned adjacent the cover 12, a garment-facing/outer surface 
22 positioned adjacent the baffle 14, a flexure axis 24/fold line with a depth less than 
unfolded absorbent article thickness that is formed in at least one of the surfaces 20,22, 
and a depth extending substantially through the entire thickness (fig. 1 and col. 3, II. 55- 
col. 4, line 1). 

Regarding claim 55 Lassen discloses flexure axis 24/fold line forms first and 
second members 26 and 28/segments, which have a polygonal shape (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 58 Lassen discloses cover layer 12 adapted for contact with 
wearer's skin, inner layer 20 that is liquid permeable since it is a part of absorbent body 
18, baffle 14/backing layer in opposed relation with inner layer 20 and the absorbent 
body 18 disposed between cover layer 12 and baffle 14/ backing layer (fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 49-53 and 56-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lassen et al. (EP 0687453 A1; herein 'Lassen') as applied to claims 
44, and further in view of Reising et al. (US 4,988,344; herein 'Reising'). Regarding 
claim 49 Lassen does not expressly disclose the absorbent body 18 is multi-layered. 
Reising discloses multiple layered absorbent core 42 for use in sanitary napkins (col. 1, 
II. 6-8, col. 2, II. 64-col. 3, line 3) and liquid handling/outer layer 50 and storage/inner 
layer 52 (col. 4, II. 54-57) for acquiring, distributing, and storing subsequent loadings of 
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liquids (col. 3, lines 1-3). One would be motivated to modify the absorbent core of 
Lassen with the multi-layered core of Reising to enhance acquiring, distributing, and 
storing subsequent loadings of liquids since both references disclose absorbent cores 
for handling bodily waste. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the absorbent core, thus providing an 
absorbent core constructed of at least two layers. 

Regarding claim 50 Lassen does not expressly disclose the relative dimensions 
of a multi-layered absorbent body. Reising discloses storage/inner layer 52 will be 
have a smaller surface area (and thus a smaller length and/or width) than liquid 
handling/outer layer 50 (col. 17, II. 40-43) so that the storage/inner layer 52 drains liquid 
handling/outer layer 50 of much of its acquired liquid load (col. 18, lines 2-4). One would 
be motivated to modify the absorbent body of Lassen with the multi-layered relative size 
dimension core of Reising to enhance acquiring, distributing, and storing subsequent 
loadings of liquids since both references disclose absorbent cores for handling bodily 
waste. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the absorbent core, thus providing an absorbent core 
having layers with relative size dimensions. 

Regarding claims 51-53 Reising further discloses the inner layer 52 has a 
surface area of about 25% of the surface area of outer layer 50 (col. 17, II. 30-49). 

Regarding claim 56 Lassen discloses inner and outer layers of flexure axis/fold 
line 24 with multiple slits/scores 36 that extend through a percentage of the inner 
surface, 20 (col. 8, II. 26-27 and fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 57 Lassen discloses inner surface 20 nearer the wearer's body 
than outer surface 22 and discloses inner surface 20 having a polygon shape (fig. 1). 
3. Claims 59-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lassen et al. (EP 0687453 A1 ; herein 'Lassen') as applied to claim 58, and further in 
view of Murakami (US 5,387,210; herein 'Murakami'). Regarding claims 59-60 Lassen 
et al. does not expressly disclose side wings with an adhesion system. Murakami 
discloses it is well known to include wings extending outward from opposite side edges 
of a longitudinally central area of said core on sanitary napkins (col. 1 , II. 14-19). 
Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the sanitary napkin of Lassen, thus providing side wings that 
adhere to the garment to prevent leakage. 

Regarding claim 61 Lassen discloses a means for attaching the sanitary napkin 
10 to an undergarment-using adhesive placed on the garment side/outer surface of 
baffle 14/backing layer (col. 13, II. 38-40). 

Regarding claim 62 Lassen discloses a transfer layer 23 positioned between the 
cover 12 and absorbent core 18 for rapidly transporting body fluids into the absorbent 
core and to reduce the occurrence of rewet and a surfactant/distributing layer sprayed 
on cover 12 to enhance liquid penetration to the absorbent core 18 (col. 4, II. 2-6 and 
47-49). 

Regarding claim 63 Lassen discloses an absorbent article as discussed above 
with respect to claim 59 (col. 2, line 2). 
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Regarding claim 64 Lassen discloses an absorbent core 1 8 that can be 
constructed of creped cellulose wadding (col. 5, II. 48-49). Meyer et al. reference (US 
4,798,603), incorporated by reference into the Lassen et al. reference, includes a top 
sheet 14 made of synthetic polymers such as polypropylene (col. 4, II. 32-35). Lassen et 
al. does not expressly disclose the absorbent body comprises coform. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that one of the layers of the absorbent body 
could comprise Coform, which is a blend of cellulose and polypropylene, since Lassen 
et al. discloses using synthetic polymers such as cellulose and polypropylene. 

Regarding claim 65 Lassen discloses the absorbent core can be constructed 
from super absorbent polymers (col. 5, line 50). 

Regarding claims 66-67 Lassen discloses a cover 12 that encases a central and 
edge portion of sanitary napkin 10 or alternatively the cover 12 can extend beyond the 
absorbent core 18 and be peripherally joined by an adhesive or any other joining 
method known in the art (col. 4, II. 16-27 and fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 68-69 Lassen does not expressly disclose the bonds are hot- 
melt adhesive or welding. One would be motivated to modify the bonding to include hot- 
melt adhesive or welding since Lassen discloses the use of any adhesive or joining 
methods, including the aforementioned attachment methods. Therefore, it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the central and edge portions of the absorbent article, thus providing hot-melt adhesive 
or welding bonded portions. 
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4. Claim 70 is rejected under 35 U.SC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lassen 
et al. (EP 0687453 A1 ; herein 'Lassen'), and further in view of Reising et al. (US 
4,988,344; herein 'Reising') as applied to claim 49. Lassen further discloses a transfer 
layer 23/flow layer positioned between the cover 12 and absorbent core 18 for rapidly 
transporting body fluids into the absorbent core and to reduce the occurrence of rewet 
and a surfactant sprayed on cover 12 to enhance liquid penetration to the absorbent 
core 18 as discussed in claim 62 (col. 4, II. 2-6 and 47-49). 

5. Claims 71-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lassen et al. (EP 0687453 A1; herein 'Lassen'), and further in view of Reising et al. (US 
4,988,344; herein 'Reising') as applied to claim 49, and further in view of Uitenbroek et 
al. (US 5,897,541 ; herein 'Uitenbroek'). Lassen/Reising does not expressly disclose the 
layers of the absorbent body being differentiated visually via a different color. 
Uitenbroek discloses laminates for use in absorbent garments such as feminine care 
products (col. 1, II. 8-11), the laminate 10 having second layer 14 with a different 
coloration than first layer 12 for visual recognition of each layer (col. 1, II. 35-43, figures 
1-3). One would be motivated to modify the absorbent layers of Lassen/Reising with 
colored layers of Uitenbroek for visually differentiation since both references disclose 
multi-layered absorbent layers for use in personal care articles. Therefore, it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the laminate layers, thus providing visually differentiated multi-colored layered 
absorbent core. 
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6. Claim 73 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lassen 
et aL (EP 0687453 A1 ; herein 'Lassen') in view of Murakami (US 5,387,21 0; herein 
'Murakami'), and further in view of Reising et al. (US 4,988,344; herein 'Reising'). Meyer 
et al. ('603), incorporated by reference into Lassen, discloses wrap sheet 30/cover layer 
that is configured to have an effective average pore size which is smaller than the 
effective pore size of the transport layer and functions to reduce and restrict flow back of 
liquids against the wearer's skin (col. 6, II. 11-14). Lassen/Murakami do not expressly 
disclose porosity decreasing from the cover to the outermost layer of the absorbent 
body. Reising discloses a relative capillary difference between the zones 56, 58 
surrounding absorbent layers 48, 50, 52 to establish a capillary force gradient (col. 9, II. 
27-44). One would be motivated to modify the porosity of the layers to establish a 
capillary force gradient for improved liquid handling since the references disclose 
absorbent cores for handling bodily waste. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the layers, thus 
providing a capillary force gradient. 
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(10) Response to Argument 

Te term "fold line" is defined by Appellant as referring to the "areas of a material 
processed for separation to form the segments of the absorbent body. That is, the 
dividing seam, or fold line, refers to creases, cuts or other indentations formed in the 
absorbent body to define segments of the absorbent body that are capable of folding 
relative to each other" (see page 4, amended fifth paragraph). 

In response to Appellant's argument that the references fail to show or suggest at least 
one fold line extending at least in part laterally of the absorbent body as required by 
independent claim 44 (see Grounds of Rejection pages 5-9), examiner maintains that 
flexure axis 24 of Lassen figure 2 extends in part laterally (on the side) since Lassen 
discloses the central, longitudinal flexure axis 24 can be positioned transversely, i.e., 
along the X-X axis, and off center from the longitudinal center line Y-Y, a distance 
ranging from about 0 to about 10 millimeters, without adversely effecting the 
functionality of the absorbent core 18 to adopt various body-accommodating 
configurations (see column 6, lines 22-28 and page of Office action dated 4 May 2006). 
Thus, Lassen discloses an axis that extends laterally or on the side as required by 
Appellant's independent claims. It is additionally noted that a transverse axis is not 
necessarily equivalent to the recitation of "extending at least in part laterally of the 
absorbent body." Appellant recites that the fold line extends AT LEAST IN PART 
LATERALLY (on the side) rather than extending entirely across a transverse axis that is 
perpendicular to a longitudinally extending and vertical axis. Appellant alleges that 
"each of the exemplary embodiments includes a fold line that extends either parallel to 
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or coaxial with the lateral axis of the absorbent body, or extends other than parallel to 
the longitudinal axis of the absorbent body so as to have a lateral component (e.g. 
vector)" (see Grounds of Rejection page 5). However, it is noted that the term "lateral" 
has not been specifically set forth in Appellant's specification and is thus given its 
broadest reasonable plain meaning interpretation according to In re Zletz, 893 F. 2d 
319, 3211, 13 USPQ2d 1320, 1322 (Fed. Cir. 1989).The plain meaning definition of 
'l ateral " has been interpreted to mean "Of, pertaining to, or located at or on the side" 
(Webster's II New College Dictionary, 1995). Thus the assumption that the "fold line" is 
required to extend in a direction parallel a transverse axis of the absorbent body is 
insufficient and is not required by the claim limitations. Moreover, since flexure axis 24 
of Lassen divides absorbent core 18 into three-dimensional strip like elements 26, 28 
(column 6, lines 38-42 and figure 2), that extend at least in part laterally and in a 
direction parallel to the transverse axis and thus furthermore meet the claim recitation 
regardless of the interpretation of the term "extending. ..laterally." 

In response to Appellant's argument that the flexure axis 24 of Lassen cannot 
extending both in part longitudinally of the absorbent body and extending in part laterally 
(see Grounds of Rejection pages 9-11), flexure axis 24 extends the length of the 
absorbent core (and thus in part longitudinally) [column 6, lines 19-21] and also extends 
laterally as discussed above. 

(11) Related Proceeding(s) Appendix 

No decision rendered by a court or the Board is identified by the examiner in the 
Related Appeals and Interferences section of this examiner's answer. 
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For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura C. Hill 



Conferees: 
Tatyana Zalukaeva 

Angela Sykes 
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L yadj. [Laf. Jateris, iatent-, pr.part. of Id text, to He hid- 
or potential but not evidentor active <lateht. musical 
jrifcnngerprint that is difficult to see but can be made vis- 
joihation. la'.tent.ly.adv. . 

jfcn. The quantity of heat absorbed or released by a sub- 
' ! oing a change of state, such as ice changing to water or 
r at constant temperature and pressure. - : ' - 
n. 1. The period between exposure to an infectious or 
tic-agent and.the appearance of symptoms of the disease. 2. 
^between stimulus and response. ;i - ■ '■' 

t*ar-3lj adj. [Lat; lateralis < latus, side.] 1. Of,;pertain- 
ited at oT;On the side. 2. Designating a sound produced by 
,^'along one.or both sides of &e tongue, —n/L-A lateral 
•tion, passage, or appendage. 5 2. Football: Alateral pass.- 3. A 
'"'I; as i. ^Ut'ier^aKly ddv/ > 
|jjne n;- A 'linear series of. sensory pores and tubes along the 
Ish or certain other aquatic animals. : 

e n. Football. Ausu. underhand pass thrown sideways or 



111:' 



JJ;(ttt'a-rit') n. [Lat. iaiei,. brickH riTE.] A red residual soil 
i$ttopical and subtropical: regions, , containing concentrations 
d; aluminum hydroxides' and occas. used as an ore of iron, 
Li manganese; or nickel, lat 'eriit'ic (-rlt'Ik) adj. .;, 
ifteks') n:, pL la.ti.cc8 (la/tiTsez', lat'I-) or la-tex-^s. 
^ Latic- < Lat.> fluid;] 1. The usu. milky, viscous sap of 
lirees-and plants, as the rubber tree, , that coagulates when ex- 
gair. 2. An emulsion of rubber or plastic globules in water, used 
|: adhesives, and various synthetic rubber products. 3. A latex 



t n. A paint with a latex binder. 
|th) n., pi lnth8 (latii2, : Uths) [ME.] 1. a. A narrow, thin strip 
^pr metal, used esp; in making a supporting structure forplas- 
rles, slates,; or tiles, b. A building material; as a: sheet of metal 
f.used for similar purposes. 2. a. Lathing, b. Work made with or 
piing..- v£ lathed^ lath*ing, laths. To build, cover, or line 

J{\zth) n. (Prob.' < ME, supporting structure.] A machine on 
Ma piece; of wood, metal, or other material is spun and shaped by 
H cutting or abrading tool: — vt lathed, lath.ing, lathes. To 
lor cut on. a lathe; : > 5 . . ?' 

|cr (litJi'3r) n. [Ult. < OE leaOot] 1. A light foam. created by 
Iggirof soap or detergent in water. 2. Froth formed by profuse 
f as on a horsed 3. Informal. Impatient,-troubled excitement : 
fAiiON. : — v. -eied, -er-ing, -cw. .**VL l.;To coat with lather. 
dirndl. To give a beating 1 tb^:WHiP> ^vi. 1. To produce bther : 
To become coated with lather, as a horse. — latK^er-ern. 
f er «y adj. - ■ v. ■■ ''''>- '■■ ■ ■ 

Uipg (lath^Ing,' Uthh) n. 1. The act or process of building with 
0b .Work made of laths. 3; A quantity of laths. =■ , L ; ^ 

i»ccs (la'ti-sez', lit'I-) n. var. pi of latex, 
j|c*i?fcr:(la : tls ' »-far). n. A plant duct containing latex^ .— lat'i« 
p&«ou8i(lIr'lTSlf '.ar-as) adj. . . . :,'',■■■/*- 
|i.fun.di*um (litfa-fun'de-sm) n., pi -di»a (-de-a) [Lat. : ifltus, 
fundus, estate.] A great landed estate, espi: of the ancient Ro- 

li .(litf n) adj. [ME <: OFr. < Lat; Latinus < : Latium, an ancient 
try in Italy:] 1. Of or relating to Latium, its people, or.its culture. 
' or relating to ancient Rome, its people, or its culture. 3. Of, re- 
; toj or composed in me language of ancient Rome and Latium. 4. 
relating to those countries or peoples using Romance languages, 
the countries of ' Latin America: 5.: Of or relating- to the Roman 
itholic Church. — n. 1. The Italic language of ancient Latium 1 and 
tme'that overspread western Europe and until modem times was the 
minant language of church, school, ana state. 2. A native or resident 
ancient Latium. 3. A member of a Latin people, esp. of Latin Amer- 
l 4. A Roman Catholic. .Uvv:^ ■•y :■ 

^•ti-na (l^te'na, U : ) n. [Sp., Latin;< Lat:/Ldtinfl/'iem. of Latinus: 
|-see Latin.] 1. A Utin-American woman or^irl. 1;;A woman or girl 
ff Spanish-speaking heritage,. esp. in the Uhiten States; 
Latin alphabet n. The Roman alphabet adopted from the Greek by 
l^ayibf the> Etruscan alphabet, Consisting of 23 letters on which the 
modem western Europeah alphabets are. founded: : .» 
Lat.in-A.mer«i»can (lat'n : a-mer'I-k3n) adj.. Of; relating to, or 
designating .Western Hemisphere nations south ofvthe United States 
|hat have Spanish; Portuguese, or French tasAtheir official .languages. 
'—.Latin American n; k -.v.^v:ni- ' ■ >■ ' ">;v ■ 
Lat*in.ate (iat?ri-at';) ladj, Of, relating to,. or derived from Latin.- :- 
Latin Church n. rThe Roman- Catholic ;Church. : •? 
Latin cross n. A cross having : the horizontal : bar shorter than the 
-'verticalibar^.'-:: '. .v> •■r.;\'-' 

La^*in*ism -<lkt 'n-Iz'3m) n: An idiom, -structure, of: word derived 
from or imitative of Latin. . 1 ■ 

l«t.in jisi^kt ?h:Is.t)' : ii':: A Latin. scholar.. > {v\ ; y\>\ '■ . ?i*:-v;-? 
la«tm»i»ty/(b-tm'l-te) n. The way that Latin is spoken or written. 



Lat«in*ize.-(lat'n-iz'-)i v.- T ized,-,-iz.ing; Viz»es. ,—vt. .1'. ra.^To 
translate into Latin, b. To transhterate into the characters of the Latin 
dphabet r;RoMANizE;-2.: To cause;to adopt or aMuire iitintharacter- 
istics: or customs. 3. To cause to follow or resemble the. Roman Cath- 
olic Church in dogma or practices. — vi. .To use Latinisms.: -r? Lat' in. 
i.za'tionn. — Lat'in.iz'er.n. 

La*ti*no (b : te'no, larj n. 1. A natiye or resident of Latin America. 2. 
. ; 'A person of Spanish-speaking heritage, esp. in the United States; ; - : 
lat»ish-{la'tlsh) adj. o) adv. Informal Rather late: :■: . -A . • <■ . , 
Iata«tude (lat f I-tobd tyood ' ) - n.-. [ME < OFr. <. Lat.. latitudo<'la- 
% tus, wide.] l. : Breadth : range., 2. Freedom, from the -usual restraints, 
limitations, or regulations. 3. a. the angular: distance north or south of 
the equator, measured , in 'degrees along a meridian, as on a . map or 
globe. b.A region of thtearth regarded in relation to its distaOc^ from 
the equator < temperate latitudes>, 4; £stron. The angular distance^ of 
a celestial body north or south of the ecliptic. — lat'i»tu{dinral 
. (-tc^xi ' n-aL -tyood f -) adj. ^ lat r i»tu f di-hal-ly adv. ■. . . Jf . s . 
lat*i*to*di*nar*i*an ^ (Ut'i-t6^'n-aT^-?n, -tyood'-) adj. [Lat. iati- 
tudo, iatitudin-, latitude + -arian'.] Encouraging freedom of mought 
and behavior, . esp. in religion. — lat'i*^'di»nar ' i»an ri; •- — lat i» 
tu'di-nar'i«an«i8m n. .". . . • ■ 

ia»trine ; (U'rtrenO n. .[Fr. < Lat. lairinq < lavqtrwa-,< lavare, to 
: wash.] ■ A communal toilet usu, in a barracks. . ; ; 
-latry suff.: [< Gk. latreia, service, worship.] Worship A <bibhoifltry> 
lat«te (Ut(te) n; [Ital.<<c<j#<* e) latte, (coffee with), milk < Lat Jflc] A 
strong espresso coffee topped with steamed frothed nnlk. .. . , , ; • 
lat*ten (lit'n) h. [ME ifltton < OFr. iaton.] i. An alloy once made of 
or made to resemble. brass, hammered thin and used in the manufac- 
ture of church vessels. 2. A thin sheet of metal, esp. of tin. 
lat»ter.(lat'ar) adj. [ME.< OEidttre.] 1. marcating the second of two 
persons 'or things mentioned. 2. Further advanced in time or sequence 
: later <laUer part of the week> 3. Closer to, the end <the latter part 
of the game> .— n..The second of two persons or things roentioned. 
asaffer.As.used in contrast;. to former, lattet refers to. the second of 
"only two, as in The chairperson and the president attended the meet- 
ing; the latter presented a report. In a sentence such as The dean, the 
. chariQeUor, :ahd the provost Will serve, on the committee, refer to" the 
provps,t as me last, the last of these; or repeat the name or designation. 
— lai'ter.ly adv. ' 
lat*ter-day (lat'ar-aa') ddj; Of present. or recent, times": modern. 
Latter-day Saint n. A" Mormon! ; t \' , . '.' '.. j 

lat'tice (Ut'Is) n. [ME latice < OFr. latii.] %' a,: An open, franiewoijc 
of interwoven strips that form regular, patterned spaces' b. A 'struc- 
ture, as a screen, window, or' gate) made of such a framework: 2. Sotne- 
thing, as a decorative motif or her^<tic'l>e^rijr^;:t^t resembles an open 
patterned framework. 3. Physics. A;reguia^ : p^odic configuration of 
points, particles^ or objects throughput an area or spac)e, esp. the ar- 




rial resembling a lattice. 2. A Stiiicture made of lattices. 

Lat- vi*an (Ut've-an) n. 1. A ; native or resident of Latvia. 2. The Bal- 
tic' language of the Latvians: — Lat'vi«an aci/V f'. ' -|-;-"*-'-*f; 

land (I6d) vt. laud*ed; lauding, liands;-*^t-'lauiare''<<-'idus, 
praise.] To give praise to : GLofcrfc'^iL.l^^ 
hymn or song of praise= 3. often Lauds, '{sing. Or pi m number). Ttie 
service of prayers fdUp'wing the matins and forming with them the 
fust of the seven cahbmcal hours'.- —laud'er n. ' ■■' '■" ' 

laud«a*ble (16'd^-b^l)' adfr Deserving "praise: -f laud's. bSl'iity, 
laud'a«ble*ne9s n. — laud f a-biy adv. ■ . = : ;'\ s { : : " . 

Iaufda»xkuin'(l6d'n-am)'n. [NLat.] A tincture of opium. **' 

laud* action (I6 : da'sh3n) n: % the act of lauding : praise. r " . 

laUd•a'•tive♦(l^''dsl•titv)••da , /. , Uua^tory.-' " 

laud* 




oo. boot ou out th thin: th this . u cut 
yoo abuse . zh vision ; c 3 about, - item, r ■ edible, 



„j.] — vi: 1: To express esp.' 
inarticulate sounds, with the mouth open in "a wide smile/ 2. To show 
; amusement : 'k\aughed- at their silly mishap^ > 3. To feel derision 
<laughed at their hollow hopes >'■ 4. Tb produce sounds like, laughter. 
— vt; li'.Td effect by laughter klaughed them out of the meeting> 2. 
To express with a laugh. — laugh away (or off). To treat as ridic- 
ulously or laughably trivial, —n. I. a. The act of laughing, b. The 
sound of laughingv 2. Informal. Something that • is amusing,- improba- 
ble, or ridiculous <What a Iaugh!> — laugh'er n. — laugh 'ing. 
:.ly^dv.'-.- ■■. •;' '■■ : ->>--?■ : ,: • ■"' •■ -J" 

laugh.a-ble (laf'^-bal( laf '-) fld/V Causing or deserving laughter. 
- ^ laugh f a«ble< nees n. — ; laugh ' a.bly adv/' ' . . : -' - 

★ synsi laughable; comic, -co mical;.parcicax;' funny/ laugh- 
ing, ludicrous,; RiDicuLbus] risible adj. core riieaning : causing or 
deservuig- laughter <z laughable ^econornic proposals ■ >••■;., 
laughing gas n. Nitrous oxide. ■ . C" . 
laughing )ackas s n. The kookaburra;/ ; ■ ■ 

laugh tirig. stock (laf Mngrstak' , laf ' -); n. . An object; of ridicule:- 
laugh.ter (iai / t3r,:laf ' 0 n. [ME < OE hleahtor.] lv The act.of laugh- 
UvUr.urge.-; .y young . ing: 2.r.11ie sound. produced by. laughing. 5. Archaic. Acause or subject 
ble; gallop/: circus -• for merriment, - ' : ij-./ .'•'■'■■]. ,: ■ '"■"■*■>'■■ ' 
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Definition 
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lateral Show phonetics 

adjective [before noun] SPECIALIZED 

relating to the sides of an object or to sideways 

movement: 

lateral movement 

Trim the lateral shoots of the flower (= the ones 
which grow sideways from the main stem of a plant). 

laterally Show phonetics 
adverb SPECIALIZED 
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Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary 



transverse 



5 entries found for transverse. 
To select an entry, click on it 



transverse[1 , adjective] 
transverse[2,noun] 
transverse colon 
transverse process 
transverse wave 



Main Entry: 1 trans*verse 4$ 

Pronunciation: tran(t) s- 'v&rs, tranz-, »tran(t)s-", 
'tranz-" 

Function: adjective 

Etymology: Middle English, from Latin transversus, from 
trans- + -versus (as in adversus adverse) 

1 : acting, lying, or being across : set crosswise 

2 : made at right angles to the long axis of the body <a 
transverse section> 

- trans«verse-ly adverb 
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Definition 

transverse Show phonetics 
adjective SPEC I A LIZ ED 

in a position or direction that is at an angle of 90° to 
something else: 

The main roof beams are given extra support by the 
smaller transverse beams. 

(from Cambridge i Ad yanced Learner's Dictiona ry) 
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transverse 



• adjective situated or extending across something. 

DERIVATIVES transversely adverb. 

— origin from Latin transvertere 'turn across 7 . 
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